
   

 

TOWN OVERVIEW – MINEHEAD 

Motorway   J23/J24 M5 
Railway   Minehead Tourist Railway or Bridgwater / Taunton Stations 
OS grid ref  SS970460 
Population   11,981  
Postcode  TA24 
Dialing Code  01643 
District Authority West Somerset 
UK Parliament  Bridgwater & West Somerset 
EU Parliament  South West England 
MP   Ian Liddell-Grainger (Conservative) 
 
Location 
Minehead is a coastal town on the Bristol Channel, approximately 21 miles north west of 
Taunton, and 12 miles from the border with Devon that straddles Exmoor National Park. 

What’s in a name? 
The original name of the town was ‘mynedd’ which means mountain in Welsh. The name 
has been recorded in differing spellings including, Mynheafdon, Maneheve, Menehewed and 
Menedun, which contain mixtures of Welsh and Old English for hill. 
 
History 
There is evidence of Bronze and Iron age occupation, however Minehead principally grew as 
a small port trading with Wales and later further afield. The town’s growth in population did 
not occur until the Victorian era growth in sea bathing, and by the 1850’s was becoming a 
tourist and retirement centre. 
 
Employers 
The main employer in the area is Butlins that opened in 1962; they have a large and popular 
holiday park in the town. 
 
Not a lot of people know that……….. 
The town is the starting point of the longest walking path in the UK – The South West Coast 
Path National Trail. The finishing point being at Poole in Dorset. 
 
The tidal rise and fall in the Severn Estuary and Bristol Channel can be as great as 49ft 
(15m) second only to Bay of Fundy in Canada. 
 
In 1990 much of Minehead’s beach was washed away in a storm, and subsequently new 
flood defences were put in place and a new beach – with 320,000 tonnes of sand brought in 
to create the new beach. 
 
Obby Oss – or Hobby Horse is a popular ancient local tradition dating from 1465 in May 
each year resulting in a ceremony called ‘Bootie Night’. 
 
Arthur C Clarke, science fiction writer was born and raised in Minehead. 
 


